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Registration

A third party must, on receipt of a donation exaegdhe value of €100, and before incurring
any expenses for political purposes, or any furtiueh expenses, furnish to the Standards
Commission:

. the name and address of the third party and thesraantd address of the person
responsible for its organisation, management @niftial affairs ("responsible
person"),

. a statement of the nature, purpose and estimatedrarof donations to, and

proposed expenses of, the third party during tlae,\snd

. an indication of any connection the third party rhaye with any political party or
candidate at an election or referendum or otherwise

A "third party” is not required to disclose detafsactual donations received nor of actual
expenses incurred.

Under Section 4(4) of the Electoral Act 1997, as anded the Standards Commission may
make such inquiries as it considers appropriate andhay require any person to furnish any
information, document or thing in the possession oprocurement of the person which the
Commission may require for the purposes of its dués under the Act.




Political Donations Account

Where a monetary donation in excess of €100 isveddy a third party it must:
* open and maintain an account in a financial instituin the State;
* lodge the donation and any subsequent monetarytidosdo the account.

Not later than 31 March each year, the respongibtson of a third party is required to
furnish to the Standards Commission a statement the financial institution in which the
account has been opened. The statement must sgeeiiyansactions that have taken place
in relation to the account during the preceding yea

The responsible person must also furnish a cetdito the Standards Commission stating
that all monetary donations received by the thadypduring the preceding year were lodged
to the account and that all amounts debited fraerattcount were used for political purposes.
When furnishing the certificate the responsiblesparwill also be required to complete a
Statutory Declaration that, to the best of the @essknowledge and belief, the certificate is
correct in every material respect and that theqrehss taken all reasonable action in order to
satisfy him/herself as to the accuracy of the teatie.

The Standards Commission will issue a Certificdtglonetary Donations/Statutory
Declaration to the responsible person for this psep

Under Section 4(4) of the Electoral Act 1997, as anded the Standards Commission may
make such inquiries as it considers appropriate andhay require any person to furnish any
information, document or thing in the possession oprocurement of the person which the
Commission may require for the purposes of its dués under the Act.




Limits on Donations

A recipient of a donation may not accept:

. a donation exceeding the value of €100, if the nantkaddress of the donor are not
known;

. a cash donation exceeding the value of €200;

. a donation exceeding the value of €200 in any clegear from a corporate donor

unlessthe corporate donor is registered in the regidt€@asporate Donors
maintained by the Standards Commissaod a statement, on behalf of the corporate
donor confirming that the making of the donatiorsvapproved by the corporate
donor, is furnished with the donation to the donee;

. a donation, of whatever value, from an individwahér than an Irish citizen) who
resides outside the island of Ireland;

. a donation from a body corporate or unincorporaigdly of persons which does not
keep an office in the island of Ireland from whaafe or more of its principal
activities is directed;

. a donation, or donations from the same donor, yncatendar year exceeding, in the
case of a TD, Senator, MEP, candidate at a D&in&® or European election or
Presidential candidate/election agent, an aggregdte of €1,000 or, in the case of a
political party, sub-unit of a political party ottlard party, an aggregate value of
€2,500.

Under Section 4(4) of the Electoral Act 1997, as aanded the Standards Commission may
make such inquiries as it considers appropriate andhay require any person to furnish any
information, document or thing in the possession oprocurement of the person which the
Commission may require for the purposes of its dués under the Act.




Offences

The responsible person of a third party shall b#ygof an offence if he or she —

(a) fails to notify the Standards Commission in accaogawith section 23,23A or 23AA of
the receipt of a donation acceptance of whichahipited by that section.

(b) fails to remit in accordance with section 23, 28A23AA such a donation, or part
thereof, or fails to return the donation or parteeding the limit to the donor.

(c) fails to return the statutory documents to the &atis Commission required under
section 23B on or before the specified date of Zkdid annually

(d) knowingly furnishes documents required under sa@®B which is false or misleading
in any material respect

(e) fails to notify the Standards Commission as soomay be after receipt by it of a
donation the value of which exceeds €100 and beforgring any expenses for political
purposes required under section 23C.

Under Section 4(4) of the Electoral Act 1997, as anded the Standards Commission may
make such inquiries as it considers appropriate andhay require any person to furnish any
information, document or thing in the possession oprocurement of the person which the
Commission may require for the purposes of its dués under the Act.




Useful information

Value of donation

€10(¢

€100

€200

€20(

€200

€600

€1,000

€1,500

€1,500

€2,50(

Net Valuation of donation (from fundraising everds;.) determine
disclosability.Section 22(2)(vi) & Section 46(2)(a)(vi)

An anonymoudonation exceeding this amount cannot be acceptadyi
calendar yearSection 23(1) & Section 47(1)

On receipt of a donation of this value, a politidahations account must
opened by a TD, Senator, MEP, candidate at a Badnad or European
election, Presidential candidate/election ageriitigal party, sub-unit of a
political party (e.g. branches, accounting unitsnann, a Comhairle
Dailcheantair or any other sub-unit), or a thirdty#if one has not already
been openedfBection 23B(1) & Section 48B(1)

Maximum cash donation that may be accepted TD, Senator, MEF
candidate at a Dail, Seanad or European electiasjdential
candidate/election agent, political party, sub-ofia political party, or a
third party in any calendar year from a dorf®ection 23A(1)(iii) &
Section 48A(1)(iii)

Maximum donation that mebe accepted by a TD, SenalMEF, candidate
at a Dail, Seanad or European election, Presidexamlidate/election
agent, political party, sub-unit of a political paror third party in any
calendar year from a corporate donatessthe corporate donor is
registered in the Register of Corporate Donors taaiad by the
Commissiorand a statement, on behalf of the corporate donoriicoinfg
that the making of the donation was approved byctiporate donor, is
furnished with the donation to the don8ection 23AA(1)(i)& (i) and
Section 48AA(1)(i)& (i)

Maximum aggregate donation that a company, tradeusociety ol
building society can give before reporting it imaal returns made under
the Companies Act 1963, or to the Registrar ofrfetie Societies or the
report of a building society (under the Buildingciies Act 1989).
Section 26

All donations received by TD, SenatorMEF, candidate at a Dail, Sean
or European election, or Presidential candidatetiele agent exceeding this
amount must be disclosed on the Donation StaterSention 24(4) &
Section 48(1)

Maximum donation that may be accepted ITD, Senato MEF, candidate
at a Dail, Seanad or European election, or Presadeandidate/election
agent from an individual or a registered corpodaieor in any calendar
year.Section 23A(1)(i) & Section 48A(2)(i)

All donations received by a political rty exceeding this amount must
disclosed on the Donation StatemeSgction 24(4)

Reporting threshold/maximum aggregate amount incafgndar year that
donor can give to multiple candidates of the saaréymr to one or more
party members and to the party itself before theodds required to submit
a donation statemergection 24(1A)(a)

Maximum donation that may be accepteca political party, su-unit of a
political party, or a third party from an individuar a registered corporate
donor in any calendar ye&@ection 23A(1)(ii) & Section 48A(1)(ii)




Relevant dates

Relevant period to (a) consider if the organisattoa Third
Party and (b) the period for which relevant infotimia
should be forwarded to the Standards Commission.

Date by which Certificate of Monetary Donations (DMVand
Bank Statements for 2014 must be furnished to thedards
Commission.




Definitions

A third party means any individual or group, other than a regast@olitical party or
election candidate, who or which accepts, in aiqddr calendar year, a donation for
political purposes exceeding the value of €100.

A personincludes an individual, a body corporate and amemiporated body of persons. A
body corporate and any subsidiary thereof is deaméd one person.

A corporate donoris defined as including:

» a body corporate;

» an unincorporated body of persons; or,

* a trust,

which makes a donation. A body corporate and abgidiary thereof are deemed to be one

person. For further information please refer toGhadelines for the Register of Corporate
Donors atwww.sipo.gov.ie

A donation means any contribution given for political purpoaesd includes all or any of the
following, namely:

* adonation of money;

* adonation of property or goods;

» the free use of property or goods (i.e., conferthre right to use, without payment or
other consideration, indefinitely or for a spedifigeriod of time, any property or
goods);

» afree supply of services (i.e., the supply of @y without payment or other
consideration therefor);

» the difference between the usual commercial pmekthe (lower) price charged for
the purchase, acquisition or use of property odgoor the supply of any service,
where the price, fee or other consideration istleas the usual commercial price
(this can include a loan provided by a financiatitation or by a third party at terms
and conditions which are more favourable than phavided by the financial
institution to others);

» acontribution made by a person to a fund-raisieneorganised for the purpose of
raising funds for the benefit of a TD, Senator, ME&didate at a Dail, Seanad or
European election, Presidential candidate/ele@gent, political party, sub-unit of a
political party, or third party. The donation isttproportion of the contribution
which is attributable to the net profit, if any riéng from the event. Donations are
deemed to have been received on the date of thaldohd-raiser (and not when the
funds are actually received);

* apayment by a person on their own behalf, or dralb@f one or more than one other
person, of a fee or subscription for membershipomtinued membership of a
political party (membership fees include any mersbgx fee/levy/subscription paid
to any sub unit of a political party);
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» anotional donation/donation in kind. This mearat thhere a person/organisation
pays for work/expenses from its own resources (@&.party funds) then this is
considered a donation of the notional value/coshefwork/expenses to the donee.
Donations in kind or notional donations are to bkigd at the usual commercial price
charged for the purchase, use or acquisition optbperty or goods or the supply of
the services donated.

Political purposesmeans any of the following purposes, namely:

» to promote or oppose, directly or indirectly, theerests of a political party, a
political group, a member of either House of thee@thtas or a representative in the
European Parliament, or

* to present, directly or indirectly, the policiesaoparticular policy of a political party,
a political group, a member of either House of@heeachtas, a representative in the
European Parliament or a third party, or

» to present, directly or indirectly, the commentsgdolitical party, a political group, a
member of either House of the Oireachtas, a reptatee in the European
Parliament or a third party with regard to the pplr policies of another political
party, political group, member of either Housel# Direachtas, representative in the
European Parliament, third party or candidate alaction or referendum or
otherwise, or

» to promote or oppose, directly or indirectly, th&erests of a third party in connection
with the conduct or management of any campaign wcted with a view to
promoting or procuring a particular outcome in tielato a policy or policies or
functions of the Government or any public authgrity

* to promote or oppose, directly or indirectly, thection of a candidate at a Dail,
Seanad, Presidential or European election or toitsebtes for or against a candidate
or to present the policies or a particular poli€a@andidate or the views of a
candidate on any matter connected with the eledidhe comments of a candidate
with regard to the policy or policies of a politigearty or a political group or of
another candidate at the election or otherwise;

» otherwise to seek to influence the outcome of thetien or a referendum or a
campaign.

A donation by an intermediary must be accompanied by:

* notification that the donation is made on behal& gerson other than the person
making the donation, and,

* the name, description and postal address of tteopam whose behalf the donation is
made.
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