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Introduction

1. These guidelines for the Seanad Bye-electioh®dNovember 2015 have been published
by the Standards Commission in accordance withased{6)(a) of the Electoral Act 1997,

as amended.

2. There is no limit on expenditure for the SeaBgd election. Insofar as the Seanad Bye
election is concerned, the electoral legislatioofiselevance to candidates in relation to
donations only. These guidelines cover the majnirements of the Act relating to the
acceptance and disclosure of political donationsived by candidates in relation to the

Bye election to the Seanad.

3. The Standards Commission is required to pulgiistielines and give advice on how the
Act works in practice. A person must act in acemick with guidelines or advice
published or given by the Standards Commissionssnley so doing, they would be
contravening another provision of the Act. Advisgiven preferably either in writing or

by email.

4. If a person is in any doubt about any aspett@fegislation, he or she should contact the
Standards Commission Secretariat. The Standandsri&sion recommends that advice

should be sought immediately if a matter arisesiaiaich there is uncertainty.

5. The staff of the Standards Commission Secretaribbe available before, during and after
the Bye election campaign to help resolve anydliffies that may arise. Contact details

are on page 2.

6. Failure to comply with certain provisions of thet is a criminal offence. The most
serious offence is to knowingly furnish a falserasleading Donation Statement. This is

punishable by a fine of up to €25,394.76 and/orisgmment for up to 3 years.



The Guidelines reflect the legal position apiplies at the time of publication, i.e.,
October 2015. The Standards Commission may isstleef guidelines to candidates on

specific issues which may arise during the coufg¢beoBye election campaign.

The Standards Commission was established ierleer 2001 by the Standards in Public Office
Act 2001. The members of the Standards Commissien

The Hon.Mr. Justice Daniel O’Keeffe, former Judge of thgkCourt, Chairman of the
Standards Commission;

Mr Seamus McCarthy, Comptroller and Auditor General

Mr Peter Tyndall, Ombudsman;

Mr Peter Finnegan, Clerk Assistant of Dail Eireann;

Ms Deirdre Lane, Clerk of Seanad Eireann; and

Mr Jim O’Keeffe, former member of Dail Eireann.

The Standards Commission has a permanent Sectethrch is located at 18 Lower Leeson
Street, Dublin 2.



Useful Information regarding donations

Value of Net Valuation of donation (e.g.from fundraising eig etc.) determines
donation whether a donation needs to be disclosed. Seci(i)(@)(vi).
€100 An anonymous donation exceeding this amount cammeiccepted in any

calendar yearSection 23(1)

€100 On receipt of a donation, if one has not alreaddnbgpened, of this value, a
political donations account must be opened by didateSection 23B(1)

€200 Maximum cash donation that may be accepted by didate at a Seanad Bye
election in any calendar year from a doreection 23A(1)(iii)

€200 Maximum donation that may be accepted by a caneliaiad Seanad Bye
election in any calendar year from a corporate dangessthe corporate
donor is registered in the Register of Corporatedds maintained by the
Commissiorand a statement, on behalf of the corporate donorircoinfg that
the making of the donation was approved by thearatp donor, is furnished
with the donation to the donegection 23AA(1)(i) & (ii)

€200 Maximum aggregate donation that a company, tradenusociety or building
society can give before reporting it in annual mesumade under the
Companies Act 1963, or to the Registrar of Friersibgieties or the report of
a building society (under the Building Societies A889).Section 26

€600 All donations received by a candidate at a SeanedeBction exceeding this
amount must be disclosed on the Donation StaterS8ention 24(4)

€1,000 Maximum donation that may be accepted by a caneligiad Seanad Bye
election in any calendar year from an individuahoegistered corporate
donor.Section 23A(1)(i)

€1,500 All donations received by a political party excewglihis amount must be
disclosed on the Donation Stateme3gction 24(4)

€1,500 Reporting threshold/maximum aggregate amount incatgndar year that a
donor can give to multiple candidates of the saaréymr to one or more
party members and the party itself before the dequired to submit a
donation statemen®ection 24(1A)(a)

€2,500 Maximum donation that may be accepted by a polipesty, sub-unit of a
political party, or a third party from an individuar a registered corporate
donor in any calendar yea&ection 23A(1)(ii)



Relevant Dates

Description

Successful Candidate

Unsuccessful Camnidite

Furnish a Donation Statemen

Certificate of Monetary
Donations & Statutory
Declaration.

(Electoral Acts)

81 January 2016

8 January 2016

Provide a Statutory Declarati
(Standards in Public Office A
2001)

viust be made one month eitf
dide of date on which the
returning officer declares the
person elected and submitted
within 9 months of date on
which the returning officer
declares the person elected

Not applicable

Provide a Tax Clearance
Certificate or Application
Statement

(Standards in Public Office A
2001)

Must be issued by the Collec
General nine months either s
of date on which the returning
mifficer declares the person
elected and submitted within
months of date on which the
returning officer declares the
person elected

Not applicable

Provide returns to the
Standards Commission

No later than 8anuary 2016
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1.2

Requirements in relation to donations

Keeping a record of donations

It is the candidate who is required to comply with requirements of the Act regarding the
recording and disclosure of donations. It is imaotttherefore, that candidates keep a record of
donations received in relation to the electiontfar purposes of furnishing a Donation Statement
to the Standards Commission after the electiomd@ates should know the name, address,

description and postal address of the donor op#nson on whose behalf the donation was made.

The candidate is also responsible for ensuringdbiaations accepted by him/her are not
prohibited under the Act. This is particularly iorfant where donations are received online.
Where a candidate is accepting donations throughlesite he/she must ensure that he/she can
properly identify the source of the donation arat the/she is not prohibited from accepting a
donation from the donor. It is also important disclosure purposes and for the purposes of
adhering to the maximum acceptance limit that tredaate has a system in place which will
aggregate all donations whether received onlinm fitte same donor (by credit card, laser card

etc.) and/or received by other means.

What is a donation?

A donation is defined as meaning any contribugissen for political purposes by any person,
whether or not the person is a member of a pdlifiegty and includes money, property or goods,
free use of property or goods, free supply of sewietc. Further detailed information on

donations and political purposes can be found giefdix 1.

Donations with a value, or donations from the saerson with an aggregate value of more than
€600must be disclosed. Where the same person makestham one donation to a candidate in
relation to the election, the values of the domatimust be aggregated and treated as a single

donation for disclosure purposes.



1.3

If more than one member of the same family, orogineup, makes donations to the same
candidate, including where donations of money aadarfrom a joint account in a financial
institution, it must be clear that these are sdpatanations from each of the individuals

involved. Otherwise, the donations must be agdegband treated as a single donation for
disclosure purposes and for the purposes of obggthie maximum limit applying to the
acceptance of donations. Similarly, if a company any of its directors makes a donation to the
same candidate, it must be clear that these asgatelonations. In such circumstances the
Standards Commission may look for evidence thatith&ations are from separate legal entities.
In each case, the candidate must make whateveiriescare necessary in order to be satisfied as
to the position with regard to the donation.

A donation to a candidate also includes moneyrgteehe candidate by his/her political party.

A donation made to a candidate through an inteimmgds deemed to be a donation made to the

candidate.

A donation passed on to a party by a candidadeésned to be a donation made to the party and
not to the candidate. The candidate must, howevsyre that he/she receives a written

acknowledgement of receipt of the donation fromghgy.

Where expenses are incurred on a candidate’sfishah individual or body other than a
political party as defined in the Act and the exgenare borne by the individual/body the
expenses may be regarded as a donation to thededadi

What is not a donation?

There are a number of items which are not regaadetbnations to a candidate. These are listed
under Appendix 1. This list is not exhaustive dmel $tandards Commission should be consulted
when any issue or query arises. The Standards Cssiamican be contacted at 18 Lower Leeson

Street, Dublin 2 or sipo@sipo.gov.ie.
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Opening and maintaining a political donations account

If a candidate receives a donation in any padiccalendar year for political purposes, the value
of which exceed€10Q he/she must open and maintain an account ireadial institution in the
State, i.e., a political donations accouAtcredit union is not regarded as a "financial

institution" for the purposes of the Act. The candidate must lodge that donation and any
further such monetary donations, of whatever vaieegived by him/her to that account. The
account should be separate from any personal athelthby the candidate. The account should
be in the candidate's name and he/she should dethorised signatory on the account. All

monies withdrawn from the account must be usegadttical purposes.

If a candidate already operates a political dematiaccount it is not necessary to open a separate
account specifically for the Seanad Bye electidli.monetary donations, however, of whatever

value, received in relation to the election mustdaiged to the account.

It should be noted that a candidate who is eletttebde Seanad will have an on-going
requirement as a Member of Seanad Eireann to niraimsher political donations account and
will be required, on an annual basis, to furnishuwioentation relating to the account to the

Standards Commission.

Prohibited donations

Anonymous donations

Acceptance of an anonymous donation exceedindua @&€100is prohibited. A donation is
anonymous if a candidate does not know the namaddickss of the donolf a prohibited
anonymous donation is received by a candidateStiedards Commission must be notified by
the candidate within 14 days of its receipt. Thaation or its value must also be remitted by the
candidate to the Standards Commission.
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Foreign donations

A candidate must not accept a foreign donatiénforeign donation is a donation, of whatever
value, given by an individual (other than an Irgstizen) who resides outside the island of Ireland
or by a body corporate or unincorporated body ofqes which does not keep an office in the

island of Ireland from which the carrying on of asremore of its principal activities is directed.

A foreign donation must be notified and remittedite Standards Commission by the candidate
within 14 days. As an alternative, the candidasy meturn the donation to the donor. If the
donation is returned, the candidate must keep téewniecord of that return for the purpose of its

being furnished to the Standards Commission, ifiireg.

Donations in excess of the prescribed limit

The maximum value of donation(s) which may be pmtby a candidate from a particular
person in a particular calendar year, either diyeatthrough an intermediary, €1,000 Where
a person makes more than one donation to a caedidatparticular year, the donations must be

aggregated for the purpose of observing the maxifimin

The maximum limit does not apply to a constitueaffice provided to the candidate by a person
or, if more than one such office is provided, tdckiever of the offices is nominated in writing
by the candidate. It is important to note thahaligh the maximum limit may not apply to a
donation of a constituency office, such a donatiust be disclosed if the value exce€@6Q

The maximum limit does, however, apply to monetiogations received by a candidate from
his/her political party. Donations from any braruf the party (including party headquarters)
must be aggregated for the purpose of observinghthémum limit and treated as a single

donation from the party.

The maximum cash donation that may be accepteddaydidate i€200.

Where a prohibited donation in excess of the limieceived, the candidate must notify the

Standards Commission within 14 days of its recaiut remit the donation, or part of a monetary
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donation which is in excess of the limit, to thar8tards Commission. As an alternative, the
candidate may return the donation, or that past wibnetary donation which is in excess of the
limit, to the donor and keep a written record dttreturn for the purpose of furnishing it to the
Standards Commission, if required.

Other prohibited donations

In accordance with section 24(1A) of the Act, indual donors who make donations, the total
value of which exceed&l,50Q in any calendar year, to two or more memberb@ksame
political party (or to a political party and onerapre of its members) are required to furnish a
Donation Statement and Statutory Declaration tcStiadards Commission. If a candidate is
aware of such a donor and is also aware of antinteto ignore the statutory requirement, the
candidate is prohibited from accepting this typel@fation. If such a prohibited donation is
received by a candidate, the Standards Commissimsh Ine notified by the candidate within 14
days of its receipt. The donation, or its valuestralso be remitted by the candidate to the

Standards Commission.

Failure to notify, remit or return, as appropriate, a prohibited donation is an offence.

Furnishing the required statutory documentation after the
election, including tax clearance requirements

Unsuccessful candidates

If a candidate is unsuccessful at the bye eleckieror she must, withisé daysafter the relevant
polling day, furnish a Donation Statement and @au&tay Declaration to the Standards
Commission. The Donation Statement must give deddiall donations received relation to
the electionwith a value greater th&60Q It should be noted that "in relation to the &tat'
means donations received at any time in relatidhédye election, and includes donations

received before the date of tBeanad Bye-election order and donations which ntighteceived
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after polling day. Donations made by the samequets the same candidate in relation to the

election must be aggregated and treated as a sloghdion.

The Donation Statement and Statutory Declaratiostre furnished regardless of whether the

candidate received a donation.

If a monetary donation in excess&if00was received and the candidate was required to @pe
political donations account (s@el), or if the candidate already had a politicadations account,
the Donation Statement must be accompanied byterstat provided by the financial institution
where the account is held. The statement musifgfibe transactions that have taken place in
relation to the account during the period beginringhe date of opening of the account and
ending on polling day at the election. The Donatitatement must also be accompanied by a
Certificate of Monetary Donations certifying thditraonetary donations received after the
account was opened were lodged to the accountlbachaunts debited from the account were
used for political purposes. The Certificate maessigned by the candidate and be accompanied

by a Statutory Declaration.

Failure to send a Donation Statement and all apeoying documentation to the Standards

Commission by the due date is an offence.

The Standards Commission Secretariat will corah@andidates and will provide the relevant

forms for completion and return to the Standardm@éssion before the"8anuary 2016.

Successful candidate

The candidate who is elected to the Seanadnwailbe required to submit a Donation Statement
and Statutory Declaration and accompanying docuatientwithin 56 days after polling day.
Instead, he/she will be required, as a Member ah&e Eireann, to furnish an annual Donation
Statement and Statutory Declaration and accompgrigaumentation to the Standards
Commission. This Donation Statement/Statutory Bration is completed in respect of the
previous calendar year and must be submittegilbyanuary each year. Forms for this purpose

are provided to Members of the Seanad by the Stded@ommission in early January each year.
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The first Donation Statement/Statutory Declaratiod accompanying documentation submitted
by Members of the Seanad after the election mehide donations with a value, or aggregate
value from the same person, greater #@00received during the previous calendar year. The
statement from the financial institution must sfetiie transactions that have taken place in
relation to the account in the relevant calendar.ye

Laying of Documents before each House of the Oireachtas

Copies of Donation Statements and Statutory Dattars furnished by both unsuccessful
candidates and by Members of the Seanad will ldebiaithe Standards Commission before both
Houses of the Oireachtas and will be made avaiffablpublic inspection at the offices of the
Standard Commission. Details of the donationdabsd are published on the website of the

Standards Commission.

Certificates of Monetary Donations and stateméots financial institutions are retained by the
Standards Commission and are not put on publidadisp otherwise disclosed, unless required

by court order or an enquiry by the Standards Ccswiw.

Tax clearance requirements

Pursuant to section 21 of the Standards in P@dfice Act 2001, successful candidates must

provide the following to the Standards Commissidtmiw nine months of their election:

a Tax Clearance Certificate (or Application Satement) issued not more than nine months
either side of the election date (i.e., the date on which the returning officer declares the
person elected), and

a Satutory Declaration, made not more than one month either side of the el ection date,
to the effect that, to the best of his’/her knowledge, hisher tax affairs arein order and that
nothing prevents the issue of a Tax Clearance Certificate.

A Tax Clearance Certificate/Application Statemerissued by the Collector General, Office of
the Revenue Commissioners. More detailed instmstwill be provided by the Standards

Commission to the successful candidate after thetieh.
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Offences and penalties applicable to candidates at the election

Failure to take the appropriate action in relatma prohibited donation, as specified, in relatio
to anonymous donations, foreign donations or donatin excess of the prescribed limit may
result in a fine of up t€2,500.00.Section 25(1)(a& b) & 25(2)(a) & Section 6 of Fines

Act 2010

Failure to furnish to the Standards Commissioroadiion Statement, Certificate of Monetary
Donations/Statutory Declaration and statement fadimancial institution within the statutory
deadline may result in a fine of up€8,500.00 There can be an on-going fine of uE&D0.00
per day for each day, after a conviction, on whik@hrequired statutory documentation is still
outstandinSection 25(1)(c); Section 25(2)(c) & Sections 6 &of the Fines Act 2010.

Knowingly furnishing to the Standards Commissidbamnation Statement or Certificate of
Monetary Donations or statement from a financiatiintion which is false or misleading may

result in a fine of up t€25,394.76nd/or up t&@ years imprisonment Section 25(1)(dand
Section 25(2)(b).
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Appendix 1

Definitions
Section 22 of the Electoral Act 1997, as amendeniges the following definitions.

‘account' means an account in an institution in the Statéhfempurpose of crediting and debiting
money received in respect of donations.

‘corporate donor’ is defined as including:
a body corporate;
an unincorporated body of persons; or
a trust

which makes a donation. A body corporate andsangidiary thereof are deemed to be
one person.

‘donation’ is defined in the Act as meaning any contributibren for political purposes to a
candidate at a Seanad Bye election and includes alty of the following, namely:

i a donation of money;
ii. a donation of property or goods;

the free use of property or goods (i.e. corifgy the right to use, without payment or other
consideration, indefinitely or for a specified petiof time, any property or goods);

a free supply of services (i.e. the supply@afvices without payment or other consideration);

the difference between the usual commerciakpained the (lower) price charged for the purchase,
acquisition or use of property or goods, or thephupf any service, where the price, fee or other
consideration is less than the usual commerciaethis can include a loan provided by a third
party or by a financial institution at terms anchditions which are more favourable than that
provided by a financial institution to other indivals in the normal course of business);

a contribution made by a person to a fund-ngigivent organised for the purpose of raising funds
for a political purpose. The donation is that pmdjpo of the contribution which is attributable to
the net profit, if any, deriving from the event. iations are deemed to have been received on the
date of the actual fund-raiser (and not when algtuateived). The position with regard to fund-
raising events is explained in greater detail ippémqdix 2 of these guidelines;

a payment by the person on their own behalfhrobehalf of one or more than one other person,
of a fee or subscription for membership or contthmembership of a political party
(membership fees include any membership fees/lsvibscriptions paid to any sub-unit of a
political party);
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viii. a notional donation/donation in kind. Thiseans that where a person/organisation pays for
work/expenses from its own resources (i.e. notydfartds) then this is considered a donation of
the notional value/cost of the work/expenses tadthreee. Donations in kind or notional
donations are to be valued at the usual commerdiad charged for the purchase, use or
acquisition of the property or goods or the sumflginy service donated.

A donation made to a Seanad Bye election candatatéher person acting for the donee shall be
deemed to be a donation made to the donee directly.

If the same person makes more than one donatiarMember, candidate, sub-unit or political
party the values of the donations must be aggrdgatd treated as a single donation for the
purpose of observing both the disclosure and thémqman acceptance limits applying to
donations.

If more than one member of the same family, or rogneup, make donations to the same
Member, candidate or presidential election agendt;umit or political party, including where
donations of money are made from a joint accouatfinancial institution, it must be clear that
these are separate donations from each of theidiodils/party concerned. Otherwise, the values
of the donations must be aggregated and treatadiagle donation for disclosure purposes and
for the purpose of observing the maximum limit 3 to the acceptance of donations.
Similarly, if a company and any of its directorskaa donation to the same Member, candidate
or presidential election agent, sub-unit or pdditisarty it must be clear that these are separate
donations. In such circumstances the Standards @ssiom may look for evidence that the
donations are from separate legal entities. In eash, the election agent and/or
candidate/presidential election agent, sub-ungatitical party must make whatever enquiries are
necessary in order to be satisfied as to the pasitith regard to the donation.

A donation made to a political party, whether mdulectly or through an intermediary, is
deemed to be a donation to the party if it is ntadearty headquarters or to any branch or
subsidiary of the party or if it is made to anyicdf, member or agent of the party or of any
branch or subsidiary thereof.

A donation made to a candidate of a political pattg Seanad Bye election is deemed to be a
donation made to the party, if the donation is edsm to the party by the recipient and he/she
receives a written acknowledgement of the dondtimm the party.

What is not a donation

Items that are not regarded as donations to didate include:

(i)  free post service provided to candidates byPast;

(i) any payment, service or facility provided teetcandidate out of public funds or moneys provided
by an institution of the European Communities dreotintergovernmental organisation to which
the State is a party, pursuant to specified leiisiaby virtue of the candidate being:

% arepresentative in the European Parliament;

s+ amember of the Seanad;
% the holder of a qualifying office or position,;
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the holder of an elective or other public office; or
a member of, delegate to, or representative in a body established by or under an agreement or
arrangement to which the Sateis a party;

It is important to note that this provision onjypdies where the candidate by virtue of his/her
position or office, is entitled to use the servitaslities provided out of public funds. For
instance, if a candidate who is not a Member oHhases of the Oireachtas is provided with the
free use of Oireachtas facilities (e.g., telephfiries regarded as a donation from the Member
allowing the candidate to avail of the facilities.

Section 22(2)(b)(ii) of the Act provides that grgyment, service or facility provided tgarson

out of public funds provided by an institution b&tEuropean Union or other intergovernmental
organisation to which the State is a party, purste@apecified legislation, or by virtue of the
person being an MEP or a political group is noardgd as a donation. It therefore follows that
funds provided to an MEP/political group by the &agan Parliament is not regarded as a
donation. It is also the Standards Commissiorderstanding that funding may be made
available by political groups to Irish MEPs/polélgarties by virtue of their membership of the
political group. Where such funds have been pexia the political group by the European
Parliament, then by virtue of Section 22(2)(b)i}he Act those funds would not be classified as
donations if made available by the group to MEPR#ipal parties.

a free service provided by an individual, imding use of the individual's motor vehicle, ptva
telephone, etc., where the service provided igadtof the individual's work or business. It is
important to note that the reference in this palticprovision of the Act (section 22(b)(iii)(l) is
specific to an individual and to the use of anvilial's motor vehicle (singular). If more than
one vehicle is provided by an individual, the aiddi&l vehicles may be regarded as donations. If
a vehicle which is in the ownership of a comparaytership, business etc., is provided to a
candidate, it is not regarded as a free servicéiged by an individual. In such circumstances
the use of the vehicle is regarded as a donafitve. commercial cost of hiring a similar vehicle
for a similar period must be ascertained for thegpses of disclosing its value as a donation and
for the purposes of disclosing its use during tkeet®n period.

a service provided at an election by an emgdogf a political party, including use of the
individual's motor vehicle, where the employeefaureration is paid out of party resources or
out of public funds and where the employee is noeceipt of any reward or benefit-in-kind
other than his/her normal remuneration (includiecoupment of expenses) for that service;

normal media coverage and the transmissioradioror television of a broadcast on behalf of the
candidate; [This does not cover any productiorgtber costs associated with such a broadcast.];

expenses incurred or payments made by a galifiarty on behalf of the candidate;

the services of an accountant, or other persdo is engaged for the specific purpose of tisgis
compliance with the requirements of the legislation

(viii) the services of personation officers on pudl day.

(@)

'institution' means

the holder of a licence under section 9 ofGkatral Bank Act 1971,
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a building society incorporated or deemedeadnzorporated under the Building Societies Act
1989, or a body incorporated in a correspondingmaannder the law of any other Member State
of the European Communities,

a trustee savings bank within the meanindneffrustees Savings Bank Act 1989,
ACC Bank plc,
An Post, or

a person authorised in accordance with thegemn Communities (Licensing and Supervision of
Credit Institutions) Regulations, 1992 (S.l. No53% 1992) to carry on business in the State.

this definition does not include a credit unjon.

A "person” can be:
an individual;

a body corporate (e.g., a public or privatengany) and any subsidiatiyereof. In this regard
section 155 of the Companies Act should be applieen determining whether a company is a
subsidiary of another company. Where donationseareived from associated companies the
candidate should enquire from the donors whetheteusection 155 of the Companies Act, one
or other of the companies is a subsidiary of tinemnt

an unincorporated body of persons, e.qg., litipal party, a partnership, a residents assamiath
lobby group.

'political group' means a group formed in accordance with the rdlpsozedure of the
European Parliament.

'political purposes' means any of the following purposes namely:

(I) to promote or oppose directly or indirectthe interests of a political party, a politicabgp, a
member of either House of the Oireachtas or a septative in the European Parliament, or

(N to present, directly or indirectly the pokd or a particular policy of a political party, a
political group, a member of either House of thee@thtas, a representative in the European
Parliament or a third party, or

(1) to present, directly or indirectly, the conemts of a political party, a political group, a
member of either House of the Oireachtas, a reptatee in the European Parliament or a third
party with regard to the policy or policies of amet political party, political group, a member of
either House of the Oireachtas, representativiedrEuropean Parliament, third party or candidate
at an election or referendum or otherwise, or

(IV) to promote or oppose, directly or indirecttiie interests of a third party in connection with
the conduct or management of any campaign condwdtbda view to promoting or procuring a
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particular outcome in relation to a policy or p@i or functions of the Government or any public
authority;

(i) to promote or oppose, directly or indirecttite election of a candidate at a Dail, Seanad or
European Parliament election or to solicit votesoioagainst a candidate or to present the
policies or a particular policy of a candidatelw tiews of a candidate on any matter connected
with the election or the comments of a candidatl végard to the policy or policies of a political
party or a political group or of another candidattéhe election or otherwise;

(iii) otherwise to influence the outcome of theotilen or a referendum or campaign referred to in
paragraph (i)(1V) of this definition.



21

Appendix 2 - Fund-Raising Events

Determining the net value of a contribution to a fund-raising event

In accordance with the provisions of sections 22{(2Vyi) & (vii) of the Act, a donation includes
the net value of a contribution to a fund-raisingr. A contribution to a fund-raising event is
deemed to have been made on the date the fundga&gent is held (and not the date on which
the contribution is actually received).

The net value of a contribution to an event isvadiat by first calculating the net profit from the
event (i.e., by deducting the cost of running thent from the total amount raised by the event).
The net profit is then attributed to the numbepebple contributing to the event in proportion to
the contribution made by each person. This gireset value of each person's contribution to

the fund-raising event.

If, for example, in relation to a fund-raising evieanperson had paid €1,000 in respect of the entry
fee for 10 people, his/her gross contribution ekent would be €1,000. If the cost of running
the event was €20 per person attending, a sumQtf @duld be deducted from his/her gross
contribution, leaving a net contribution of €800the person made other contributions to the
event (e.g. buying horses at a race night, spargarhole at a golf classic) it would be necessary
to add the value of such contributions to the petribution of €800 for the purposes of
determining the aggregate net value of his/herritmrtton to the fund-raising event.

The following paragraphs set out the legislativguieements in relation to different types of
fund-raising events which may be organised in thrgext of an election.

Fund-raisers organised by a political party for he purposes of raising funds for the party

Where a fund-raising event is organised by a palifparty for the purposes of raising funds for
the party, the net contribution made by a persdhadund-raising event is regarded as a
donation to the party. This applies even if thedfsiare subsequently used by the party for the
purposes of supporting one or more of its candgaten election.

If some or all of the proceeds of the event aremiv the form of money to the party's
candidate(s) it is regarded as a donation by thy pathe candidate(s). If the proceeds are used
by the party to pay election expenses incurrechercandidate's behalf it is not regarded as a
donation by the party to the candidate(s).

The party will not be required to disclose in a Btion Statement the total value of the proceeds
of the fund-raising event.

The party will be required to disclose any dongdfrom a person which exceeds a net value of
€1,500

The maximum limit o€2,500for acceptance by political parties of donatiamsrf the same
person in the same year applies to the net valgerdfibutions to fund-raising events.
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Where the net value of a monetary donation to tinefaising event excee@€40Q the
accounting unit of the party (i.e., branch or he#ite) which organised the event will, if it does
not already have one, be required to open a palliticnations account.

If the net value of a monetary donation to the ¢dees not excee€il0Q the accounting unit of
the party will not be required to open a politidahations account.

If the accounting unit already has a political dives account, all monetary donations, of
whatever value, received in relation to the evenstbe lodged to the political donations
account.

Fund-raisers organised by a political party for he purposes of raising funds for its
candidate(s) at the election

Where a fund-raising event is organised by a palifparty for the purposes of raising funds for
its candidate(s) at the election and the procettteaevent are passed to the candidate(s), the
party is regarded as an intermediary acceptingtiorson the candidate(s) behalf. The net
contribution made by a person to the fund-raisveneis regarded as a donation to the
candidate(s). The candidate(s) and not the pargsiponsible for ensuring that the legislative
requirements (set out at 3 below) are complied.with

If it is the case, however, that the party retaimstrol of the proceeds, the donations may be
regarded as having been made to the party andattewill be responsible for ensuring that the
legislative requirements (set out at 1 above) aregdied with.

Fund-raisers organised by a candidate

Where a fund-raising event is organised by a catdifbr the purposes of raising funds for
his/her election campaign, contributions to then¢aee deemed to be donations to the candidate.

The candidate will not be required to disclose damation Statement the total value of the
proceeds of the fund-raising event.

The candidate will be required to disclose any tiona from a person contributing to the event
which exceed a net value ©60Q

The maximum limit 0€1,00Q for acceptance by candidates of donations froymome person in
the same year applies to the net value of contdbsitto fund-raising events.

If the net value of any monetary donation to a fusiding event organised by a candidate
exceed<£10Q the candidate, if he/she does not already hagewill be required to open a
political donations account and lodge the donadiod all subsequent monetary donations to the
account.

If the net value of a monetary donation to the ¢dees not exceegll0Q the candidate will not
be required to open a political donations account.

If the candidate already has a political donati@esount, all monetary donations, of whatever
value, received in relation to the event must logéal to the account.
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Fund-raisers organised on behalf of a candidateyba person or group other than the
candidate or his/her political party

Where a fund-raising event is organised on beHafaandidate by a person or group other than
the candidate or his/her political party (e.g.iéRds of .... groups") and the proceeds of theteven
are handed over to the candidate, the fund-rajs@mgon/group is regarded as an intermediary
accepting donations on the candidate's behalf. dbhations are deemed to have been received
by the candidate and he/she is responsible foriagsthat the legislative requirements (set out at
3 above) are complied with.

If the proceeds of the event are not handed oviiret@andidate and are retained by the fund-
raising group the following applies

If the net value of any donation to the fund-ragsavent exceeds10Q the person/group will be
required to register as a "third party" with thar&tards Commission. The person/group will be
required to comply with the provisions of the Appdying to third parties with regard to the
opening of a political donations account and theeptance of certain donations. The Standards
Commission can be contacted for further informatariThird Parties.

All money subsequently given to the candidate dinelection expenses incurred or payments
made by the fund-raising group on behalf of thedadate are regarded as donations to the
candidate;

If the aggregate value of donations from the fuaiding group to the candidate is in excess of
€60(Q the candidate will be required to disclose dstaflsame in his/her Donation Statement;

The maximum value of donations which the candidateaccept in any year from a fund-raising
person/group which is regarded as a third partgl (et as an intermediary accepting donations
on the candidate's behalf)d4,000



