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Introduction

These guidelines for the General Election to timytsecond Dail have been published by the
Standards in Public Office Commission under sedfi@@)(a) of the Electoral Act 1997 as
amended (the Act).

The Guidelines are for national agents of politaities. Separate Guidelines have been
published for candidates, election agents, thirtigm other persons and publishers.

These Guidelines cover the main requirements oélfoee legislation relating to limits on
election spending.




Useful information

Value of donation

€10

€100

€200

€200

€200

€600

€1,000

€1,500

€1,500

€2,50(

Relevant dates

3 February 2016

Net Valuation of donation, including frofundraising events, etc
determines whether a donation needs to be discld&dection 22(2)(vi)

An anonymous donation exceeding this amount cammaiccepted in ar
calendar yearSection 23(1)

On receipt of a donation of this valuepolitical donations account must
opened (if one has not already been opened) bydidzte at the DAl
General ElectionSection 23B(1)

Maximum cash donation that may be acceptec candidate or his/he
party at the Dail General ElectioBection 23A(1)(iii)

Maximum donation that may be accepted by a carglakithe Dail Genere
Election from a corporate dononlessthe corporate donor is registered in
the Register of Corporate Donors maintained byGbimmissiorand a
statement, on behalf of the corporate donor coitfigrthat the making of
the donation was approved by the corporate dosdurnished with the
donation to the done&ection 23AA(1)(i) & (ii)

Maximum aggregate donation that a company, tunion, society o
building society can give before reporting it imaal returns made under
the Companies Act 1963, or to the Registrar ofrfetie Societies or the
report of a building society (under the Buildingciies Act 1989).
Section 26

All donations received by a candidatthe D&il Genere Election
exceeding this amount must be disclosed on the tiaon&tatement.
Section 24(4).

Maximum donation that may be accepted Icandidate at tt Dail Genere
Election in any calendar year from an individuahaegistered corporate
donor.Section 23A(2)(i)

All donations received by a political party excegglthis amount must t
disclosed on the Donation StatemeSgction 24(4)

Reporting threshold/maximum aggregate am in any calendar year tha
donor can give to multiple candidates of the saaréymr to one or more
party members and to the party itself before theodds required to submit
a donation statemergection 24(1A)(a)

Maximum donation that may be accepteca political party, accountin
unit of a political party, or a third party from amividual or a registered
corporate donor in any calendar yeaection 23A(1)(ii)

Election Period

to 26 February 2016

11 April 2016

22 April 2016

Claims for payment of election expenses, from sepgl
must be received by the election agent by this date
Date by which national agent's Election Expensate8tent
must be furnished to the Standards Commission




National Agents

The key issues of which national agents of polifpzaties and candidates contesting the election
should be aware in order to ensure compliance thélrequirements of the legislation are as
follows.

Appointment of a national agent

Assignment by a candidate to a political party

Spending by the national agent

Persons incurring unauthorised expenditure

"The Election Period" - dates between which thendpey limit applies

What are election expenses

What are not election expenses

Payment of invoices to suppliers

© © N o gk~ 0w

Furnishing an Election Expenses Statement
10. Consequences of overspending by the national agent

11.Offences and penalties




Appointment of a national agent

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Each political party with a candidate contestime general election shall appoint a
national agent$ection 28(1)(a) The national agent must have an office or pladée
State to which claims, notices, writs, summonsesaher documents may be sent
[Section 29(1).

Not later than the last day for receiving noations at the election, 12 nodid, February
2014 the political party must notify the Standards @aission, in writing, of the name
of the national agent and of the address of theeff the agentJection 28(1)(a) If a
political party has not notified the Standards Cassion of the name of the national
agent by this time, the "appropriate officer” (ajpped under section 71 of the Act) will
be deemed to be the national ag&ddtion 28(3)(a)) If an appropriate officer has not
been appointed, the party leader is deemed toeopdtty's appropriate officer and, as
such, its national agent.

The Standards Commission will publishris Oifigitil the names of the national agents
appointed or deemed to have been appoirgedtjon 28(6)(a)

A political party may, at any time, revoke #gpointment of a national agent and appoint
another national agent in his/her plaSedtion 28(4)(a) Where this occurs, details of
the new national agent must be provided to thedatas Commission.




Assignment by a candidate to a
political party

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

Where a candidate is contesting the electiobedralf of a political party, he/she may
assign a portion of his/her statutory spendingtlbmithe party for spending at the
election by its national ageréction 32(1)(b)(i).

There is no obligation under the Act on a adaie to assign any portion of his or her
spending limit to the party. If the candidate doesassign any of his/her spending limit
to the party, then the national agent cannot iacyrelection expenses on behalf of the
candidate. The candidate's election agent canevenyvauthorise the national agent to
incur expenses on the candidate's behalf. Thé@lemgent must account for such
expenses on his/her Election Expenses Statement.

The only spending by a party which is allowed s $um of the amounts which have
been assigned to the party by its candidates frahinithe candidates’ individual limit.
Example: If a political party has 2 candidates estihg the election, each of whom
assign €10,000 to the party from their individyag¢isding limit, the national agent of the
party would be entitled to spend a total of €20,80the election$ection 32(2). The
amount of the limit available to be spent by eaadidate’s election agent would, as a
result, be reduced by €10,000.

The Act is not specific as to when the agressigaments should be made to the party.
Similarly, the Act does not preclude a re-negatiaif agreed assignments. The
Standards Commission recommends that national agestire that assignments are
agreed with each candidate before any expensascareed by either the national agent
or the candidate's election agent.

The Act requires that the assignment to thgypaunst be agreed in writinggction
32(1)(b)(i)]. The written agreement, therefore, should clesid#ye the amount assigned to
the party. It should be signed by both the candidad an appropriate party official.
Where assignments are subsequently re-negotiatexly avritten agreement must be
drawn up.

The candidate will be required to give hisflection agent a copy of the written
agreement for furnishing to the Standards Commissith the election agent's Election
Expenses Statemerg&gction 36(1)(c) National agents will not be required to furnish
copies of the written agreements with their Elettitxpenses Statements. National
agents should, however, retain copies of the wriigreements.




3.

Spending by the national agent

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

The national agent is the only person who naariexpenditure or make payments on
behalf of the party out of the spending limit assig to it by its candidat¢Section
31(4)] Where expenses have been incurred by or on baehalpolitical party before the
appointment of a national agent, the party mustislr details of all such expenses,
together with all relevant vouchers, to the nati@ggent. It is an offence for a political
party to fail to comply with this requirement.

The national agent can authorise other persomeur expenditure or make payments
within specific limits set by the national agenhéelnational agent must account for
spending by all such authorised persf8exction 31(5)]

The national agent can spend uf@6% of a candidate's spending limit, if the candidate
assigns this to the party. If the national agsmtsisigned a spending limit and incurs
election expenses, great care must be taken toestimat the total spend on the candidate
by his/her election agent and by the national ageas not exceed the statutory limit for
the constituency (i.e., €45,200 for a five seatstituency)[Section 32(1)(a)]

The national agent cannot incur expenditur@ake payments out of the amount of the
spending limit retained by the candidatdessthe national agent is authorised to do so
by the candidate's election agent. In this situtexpenditure by the national agent
would be as an authorised person of the electientaand any such expenditure would
have to be recorded by the election agent.

Spending by the national agent out of the armasssigned to the party by its candidates
can be eitheon a candidate or at national level

Spending on a candidataes spending which identifies and promotes a caatd(@) in a
constituency. This includes the party's "teamd iconstituency (i.e., candidate and
running mate(s)). Where election materials (eogtgrs, billboards) feature a party's
leader and its candidates, the expenditure witld=med to have been incurred by the
candidates concerned and not the party leadere [fatty leader is the only person who
may appear in a poster, billboard etc., and noehbg expenses regarded as having been
incurred in respect of his candidacy.) Spendinghigynational agent on a particular
candidate cannot exceed the amount assigned fatheby the candidate.

No part of a candidate's spending limit catréesferred from one candidate to another
in a constituency.

National Spendingis spending which, by its content and geograpxiierd, is clearly
aimed at attracting votes in the country as a whdles not directly related to the
promotion of a candidate, or a number of candidates constituency. Reference should
be to the party, its leadership, its policies ecgbn issues in a national context. It




3.9

3.10

3.11

should be reasonably and evenly spread throughewtduntry having regard to the
extent to which advertising media is available ct&spending is usually on items like the
party manifesto, party political broadcasts, tduyghe party leader etc. Where party
political broadcasts feature members of the paagérship or party spokepersons, the
expenses incurred will be regarded as nationaldipgrand will not be regarded as
having been incurred on the individual candidatesa situation where a candidate who
is not a party spokesperson and who is not patteoparty leadership, appears in a party
political broadcast, the spending incurred will betregarded as national spending and
an appropriate portion of the cost of the broadeaéltbe regarded as expenditure
incurred on the candidate's behalf.

Where the national agent of a political pargyposes to incur election expenses which
include an endorsement which solicits votes fortlagopolitical party, the endorsement
is regarded as expenditure incurred on behalf@t#tond party. A proportion of the
cost of the materials, which should be calculatedhe basis of the extent to which the
second party is featured, must be met from therskparty's expenditure limit and must
be authorised and taken into account by the ndtagent of the second party.

Where expenditure is incurred by the natiagaint of a political party on materials
which include an endorsement which solicits votesafcandidate or candidates of
another political party, the endorsement is reghateexpenditure incurred on the
candidate's behalf. A proportion of the cost @f timaterials, which should be calculated
on the basis of the extent to which the candidafeatured must be met from the
expenditure limit of the candidate or the expendilimit of his/her political party. The
expenditure must be authorised by the candiddexi@n agent or the national agent of
his/her political party.

Where either of the above type of cross-casingss likely to take place, it is

recommended that relevant agreements and authonisare put in place beforehand to
cover the likely costs of the expenditure.
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Persons incurring unauthorised
expenditure

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

The national agent is the only person who naariexpenditure or make payments on
behalf of a political party at the general elec{iSaction 31(4)(a)] National agents
should be aware that if a person or body is inngrexpenses at the election to promote
the party or its candidates, the Standards Comomssay regard such expenses as
expenditure incurred by the political party, i€dnsiders the person or body to have
been:

* established by, or on behalf of, a political pddythe purposes of incurring
election expenses,

* is amember of, or is a branch or subsidiary osgion of, a political party, or

* is associated with, connected to, or under theenite or control of, a political
party or candidatgSection 31(6)]

In such circumstances the expenses incurretimausken into account by the national
agent from within his/her expenditure limit. IEpending limit has not been assigned to
the party, the candidate's election agent will taveccount for the expenditure as
appropriate. If such expenditure brings spendinthe party or the election agent over
the relevant limit, an offence will have been corted. It is important, therefore, that
national agents are aware of the activities of gsoor individuals incurring expenditure,
given that such expenditure may be deemed to benelpire incurred on behalf of the
party or its candidates. The Standards Commissionld be notified immediately of the
activities of any such person or body. Expenditwré¢he following groups or individuals
is particularly relevant in this regard.

Local party organisation

A local party organisation (e.g., constituencyranch) cannot incur expenditure or
make a payment in relation to the party's eleat@mmpaign, e.g., pay bills, without the
authority of the national ageffection 31(5)] Such expenses must be accounted for by
the national agent in his/her Election Expensete8tant.

A local party organisation cannot incur expéurei or make a payment in relation to the
party's candidates at the election unless autltbtesdo so by the party's national agent
or the particular candidate's election ag&etction 31(5)] Such expenses must be
accounted for in the Election Expenses StatemethiteoAgent who authorised the
expenses.

11




4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

Expenditure by persons/bodies deemed to be assoedtwith, connected to, or under
the influence or control of, a political party

Bodies, such as trade unions or interest grouipish areaffiliated to a political party

will be regarded as connected to or associatedthdthpolitical party. By extension,
these bodies will be regarded as being connecteddssociated with a candidate of a
political party for the purposes of election expEnscurred on behalf of that candidate at
the election. If such expenditure is authorisedh®ycandidate's election agent it must be
taken into account by that agent. Otherwise iukhbe taken into account by the
national agent.

Expenditure incurred by unconnected "third parties” /"other persons”

Expenditure bythird parties” and"other persons”, i.e., those not connected to a
candidate or a political party, is permitted uniher Act. National agents should notify
the Standards Commission if they become awareiraf plarties or other persons

incurring election expenditure either promotingppposing a political party or a
candidate.

Newspaper notices or advertisements promotigpposing the interests of a party or
candidate may only be placed if requested by aidate] an election agent, a national
agent or a person authorised by a candidate aratient. "Third parties" or "other
persons" may arrange newspaper advertising if pheguce to the publisher a Certificate
of Authorisation from the Standards Commissionifya@ng that they have complied with
the appropriate legal requirements. The Standacsismission will notify
editors/publishers of the provisions of the ledisiain this regard. [The provisions in
question also apply to magazines and other peabgdidblications.[Section 31(10)]

National agents should notify the Standards @msion if they become aware of third

parties or other persons incurring election expenelieither promoting or opposing a
political party or a candidate.

12




"The Election Period" - dates between
which the spending limit applies

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

The spending limits at the general electionyafmpall expenses incurred and payments
made in providing property, goods or services whachused for electoral purposes
during the period commencing on the date of theadiigion of the Dail which
occasioned the election and ending on polling teffj both dates included. The
election period for the general election is frériebruary 20160 26 February 2016
[Section 31(3)(a)(i)]

Regardless of when the expenses are incurrid grayments are made, they must be
taken into account if they relate to property, goodservices which are used for
electoral purposes during the election period. oddingly, expenses which are incurred
or payments which are made at any time before débe af the dissolution of the Dail on
property, goods or services which are used duhegtection period must be accounted
for [Section 31(3)(b)]

If expenses are incurred or payments are mageaperty, goods or services which were
not used, or only a part was used, during theielegteriod it will not be necessary to
account for the unused part. Similarly, it willtrbee necessary to account for expenses
incurred or payments made in respect of propedgdg or services which were used
before the commencement of the election periodiochwvere used after the election
period. Some examples of this might be:

» promotional material circulated by candidates/prditparties before the election
period commenced,

e insurance or rent costs applying to a campaign jgesnn so far as the costs
relate to a period before and/or after the elegberod, or

* "Thank you" notices circulated after the election.

If an advertisement is published in a newspapether periodical publication which
carries a publication date (i.e., the date primiedhe paper) which is during the election
period, the advertisement will be regarded as actieh expense. If the publication date
is before or after the election period, the adsertient is not regarded as an election
expense.

The cost of an opinion poll or other similangy which is taken within the period of 60

days before polling dayill be regarded as an election expgisetion 31(1)(b) and
Schedule to Act 1(g)]

13




6.

What are election expenses?

6.1

6.2

6.3

The legislation provides that election expensestarge and only those, set out in the

definition of election expenses in Appendix 1, whare incurred in the provision of

property, goods or services for use at the electioing the election perio® (February

2016to 26 February 2006n order to:

i.  promote or oppose the interests of a politicalypartthe election of a candidate, or

ii.  presentthe policies of a political party or thencoents of a political party on the
policies of another political party or of a cand&lat the election, or

iii.  solicit votes for or against a candidate, or

iv.  present the policies of a candidate or the views cdndidate on any matter
connected with the election or the comments ofralickate on the policies of a
political party or of another candidate at the &tet or

v. otherwise to influence the outcome of the elecf®erction 31(1)(a) and Schedule
to Act].

Where property, goods or services, which have peevided free or below cost, are used
during the election period, they are regarded astieh expenses which must be taken
into account as election spending by the relevgahiat their commercial pri¢8ection
31(2)]. [An example might be where a printing companyeagrto provide, free of

charge, election literature which would normallygté1,500.] This supply of material
must be authorised and taken into account at itsercial price less any normal
discount which may be available.

It is not possible to give definitive exampleshese guidelines of all types of election
expenses. If you are unsure as to whether an sgptm should be accounted for as an
election expense you should contact the Standavdsr@ssion Secretariat for advice.

Election Expenses which are met out of public funds

6.4

6.5

Where property, services or facilities areduee electoral purposes during the election
period and the costs are made out of public fusgsh costs must be accounted for as an
election expensgschedule 2(c) deleted — Kelly v Minister for the Bvironment &

Ors [2002] 4 1.R.1 91] The use of the material must be authorised bydéneidate’s
election agent. It will be a matter for the relevagent and the candidate, in consultation
with the provider of the property, services or lifies, to determine the value of the
usage for electoral purposes during the electisiogp@nd to account for same in the
Election Expenses Statement. [Examples of this tymxpenditure are use of Oireachtas
facilities, e.g. prepaid Oireachtas envelopesptetaes, etc.]

The Standards Commission is aware that some caedidathe election who are already
public representatives may be required to commtmiwéh their constituents during the
election period. It is necessary, therefore, witerds are met from public funds, to
differentiate between the use of property, serviceduding staff) and/or facilities in

14




carrying out reasonable constituency businesstandge of such material for electoral
purposes. The following is relevant in this regard

if, during the election period, such materials @sed by the candidate for the
purpose of any form of unsolicited communicatioraiy of the electorate in the
constituency, the materials will be regarded asrtpleen used for electoral
purposes and the costs will have to be accountealsfan election expense at their
full commercial value. This also applies to unsitdd material issued by other
elected representatives where the material eittoen@tes or opposes a candidate or
otherwise seeks to influence the outcome of thetiele

where a new enquiry is raised with a candidateeud/she is canvassing (i.e., an
enquiry which had not been raised with the candigabr to the election), and
facilities, the cost of which are met out of pubilinds, are used for the purposes of
responding to the enquiry, these facilities willregarded as having been used for
electoral purposes. This includes time spent &ff 8t responding to the enquiry
(except where such staff are working voluntarilytbe candidate's campaign).

15




7. What are not election expenses?

7.1 Items which are not election expenses include;

the cost of purchasing copies of the register @ftekrs[Schedule to Act
paragraph 2(e)}

the payment of the deposit in respect of the catdidr the travelling or other
expenses incurred by a candidate in obtaining &sseto secure the nomination
of the candidat§Schedule to Act paragraph 2(d) & (dd)}

thereasonable living expensefncluding accommodation) of a candidate and
volunteers working on his/her behffchedule paragraph 2(f)] Under this
heading, in addition to accommodation costs, spendi up to€50 per person
per day on refreshments, etc., is permitted and doesane to be accounted for.
(This means that accommodation costs plus othes cpsto€50 per person per
day are not regarded as election expenses.);

any paid campaign worker who incurs minor expense¢exceeding €126.97
from their own resources and does not seek a resament from the election
agent{Schedule to Act paragraph 2(g)][NOTE: The only persons who may
lawfully incur expenses or make payments at an electioglation to a candidate
are the election agent of a candidate, the nataget of a political party, or a
person authorised by either agent to incur eleaipenses. Accordingly, any
other person who incurs expenses or makes payraeatselection on behalf of a
candidate is committing an offence. Election agemiist maintain a record of all
minor expenses which are not being accounted fanasection expense in
his/her Election Expenses Statement. In ordee#d with any questions which
may arise as to why expenses in respect of paaticieims used during the
election period are not shown as an election expenthe Election Expenses
Statement, a record of all suahinor expenses" (not exceeding €126.97 in any
one paymen) may be required to be furnished to the Stand@aiamission.
Invoices, receipts and vouchers in respect of maxpenses may also be required
and should be retained by the Election Agehktinor expenses are not included
in the calculation of the total election expensescurred.];

election expenses incurred at a previous Dail, peaa or local election which
were disclosed in an Election Expenses Statememshed to the Standards
Commission or to a local authoritgchedule paragraph 2(b)] There is no need
to record these expenses again. This does not applaterial used in relation to
a referendumNOTE: If a candidate intends to use, or re-use, electiaterial
which has previously been recorded in an Electiopeises Statement, his/her
election agent must notify the Standards CommisSexretariat and provide
details of the materials being re-used and thetibleExpenses Statement on
which they were previously recorded.]
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vi. free post service provided to candidates by (Li&ir,Um Thoghcain)[Section
22(2)(b)(i)]. It should be noted that only the postage cogtat regarded as an
election expense. The cost of producing the I@afextion address/Litir um
Thoghchain is an election expense;

vii.  afree service provided by an individual, includirsg of the individual's motor
vehicle, telephone, etc., where the service ipnotided as part of the
individual's work or businegSection 22(2)(b)(ii))(1)]. [NOTE: This provision of
the Act refers specifically to an individual andtie use of an individual's motor
vehicle (singular). If more than one vehicle is\pded by an individual, the use
of the additional vehicles may be regarded asieleeixpenses. If a vehicle
which is in the ownership of a company, partnershisiness etc., is provided to
a candidate it is not regarded as a free serviméged by an individual. In such
circumstances the use of the vehicle during thetiele period is regarded as an
election expense. The commercial cost of hiringralar vehicle for a similar
period must be ascertained for the purposes otilzding the election expense.];

viii.  fines imposed by organs of the State, e.g., parkitjlitter fines;

iX. aservice provided at an election by an employeepadlitical party, including use
of the individual's motor vehicle, where the emgle remuneration is paid out
of party resources or out of public funds and whlesemployee is not in receipt
of any reward or benefit-in-kind other than hisher normal remuneration
(including recoupment of expenses) for that serfgaetion 22(2)(b)(iii)(11)].
Where overtime payments are normally paid to anleyee of a political party
for working additional hours, this is regarded asrinal remuneration” and is not
regarded as an election expense;

X.  normal media coverage and tih@nsmissionon radio or television of a broadcast
on behalf of a candidate or a political pg®gction 22(2)(b)(iv) & (v)] This
does not cover any production, or other, costsciestsal with a transmission on
radio or television;

xi.  the services of an accountant, or other persorgt{vein paid or not) employed for
thespecific purposeof ensuring compliance with the requirements efAlt;

xii.  the use of offices which are owned by a politicaitp and are made available to a
candidate for use at the election. It is not neaesto attribute a notional rental
cost to the use of such offices. The costs of, light, telephones, etc., incurred
for electoral purposes at such offices during teeten periodare election
expenses.

Examples of some of the more common items whieat election expenses and which
were recorded as election expenses at previousogie@re set out in Appendix 3.
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Expenses incurred in order to facilitate a person'sandidacy at the election

7.2  Certain expenses may have to be incurred on behtié candidate in order to facilitate
his/her participation in the election process ouaderstanding of the relevant
legislation. The Standards Commission doatsregard such expenses as being part of a
candidate's or a political party's election spegdiBxamples might include:

» additional child care costs;

e cost of work replacements;

» |eave of absence with pay;

* loan interest and bank charges;

» costs associated with meetings convened to famséialection participants with the

requirements of the electoral legislation (e.gomnchire, documents, refreshments,
travel).
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Payment of invoices to suppliers

8.1

Claims for payment of election expenses, frappgiers, must be received by the
national agent within 45 days after polling dag.(iL1 April 201§. Claims received

after this date cannot be paid by the national agerjSection 34] It is an offence to
make a payment if the claim is received after theldys have elapsed. To avoid
disputes, it is very important that agents advisartsuppliers of this requirement when
placing orders for property, goods or serviceserethough such claims cannot be paid,
they are still regarded as election expenses arsdl Ineuaccounted for in the Election
Expenses Statement furnished to the Standards Csiomi
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9. Furnishing an Election Expenses
Statement

9.1  Shortly after the election, the Standards Casion will send national agents an
Election Expenses Statement/Statutory DeclaratiofSection 36(2)] On this
statement, the national agent must disclose t&thedards Commission details of all
expenses incurred and payments made by, or onfledhtile agent in relation to the
election. Staff of the Standards Commission Sadegtmay be contacted at
sipo@sipo.ie if assistance is required. The coraglstatement must be received by the
Standards Commission within 56 days after polliag @.e.,22 April 2019. The national
agent will be required to complete an Election Ergas Statement even if no expenses
were incurred by the party.

9.2  The following must be included on the Electitxpenses Statement:
i. details of all expenses incurred and payments rogdlee national agent and
his/her authorised persons, including suppliesroperty, goods or services free
or below cost which were used during the electiernqal [Section 36(1)(a)]

ii.  details of authorised persons including the ameach authorised person was
permitted to spend and the amount actually spent,

iii.  confirmation of the portion of each candidate'shsleg limit which was assigned
by the candidate to the national agent's polipeaty [Section 36(1)(c)]

iv.  details of any disputed claims for payment, infatioraconcerning late claims for
payment (i.e., claims received more than 45 days pblling day)Section
36(1)(d)]

v. details of expenses incurred on goods, propersgorices used during the
election period where the costs were met from guhlds (See paragraphs 6.4
and 6.5).

A record of minor expenses (not exceedig@6.97in any one payment) may also be
required to be furnished to the Standards Commmssiorder to deal with any questions
which may arise as to why expenses in respectritpkar items used during the election
period are not shown as an election expense oBldution Expenses Statement. Minor
expenses will not be included in the calculatiothef total election expenses incurred.

9.3 Invoices, receipts or vouchers for every payroéelection expenses exceedfif6.97
must be included with the Election Expenses StatéfBection 31(9)] The Standards
Commission also reserves the right to request @gide, receipt or voucher for an item
of expenditure valued at less than €100 appeanitag iElection Expenses Statement or a
record of minor expenses.

9.4  Minor omissions or errors found by the Stand&@dmmission in a national agent's
Election Expenses Statement will be notified torth8onal agent. If requested to amend
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his/her Election Expenses Statement the natioraltagust do so within 14 days
[Section 4(2)]

9.5 The Standards Commission can request additiofwetmation from a national agent in
relation to his/her Election Expenses StatementheM such additional information is
requested, it must be provided in a form determimethe Standards Commission and
may have to be accompanied by a Statutory Dedexggection 36(2A)]

9.6 The Election Expenses Statement and StgtDclaration will be laid by the Standards
Commission before both Houses of the Oireacfgastion 37(1)]and will be made available
to the public for inspection and copyiffgection 73] Summary details of the expenditure
incurred will also be included in a report to thiea@man of Dail EireanfSection 4(1)]and
will be published on the website of the Standards@ission.
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10.Consequences of overspending by the
national agent

10.1 The consequences of an overspend by a natigaeat at the general election are:
i. itis a criminal offence punishable by a fine oftof£2,500 [Section 43(2)(a) and

Section 43(5)(a) & Section 6 of Fines Act 2010]

ii.  the election may be questioned by a petition tdHigh Court to set aside the
result of the election if it can be shown that terspend materially affected the
result of the electiofSection 44]

iii.  the amount of the overspend is deducted from thearpayment received by the
party from the Exchequer under the Electoral ASection 40(a)]

11.0ffences and penalties

11.1 Itis an offence for a political party to fal furnish to the national agent relevant details
of expenses incurred before the appointment oh#ti®nal agent

11.2 If an unauthorised person incurs expenditureakes a payment in relation to the
election, he/she can be fined uE&50Q on convictionSection 43(1)(b) & 43(5)(a) &
Section 6 of Fines Act 2010].

11.3 Payment of claims received more than 45 digs olling day (i.e.11 April 2016 can
result in a fine of up t€2,500 [Section 43(2)(b) & 43(5)(a) & Section 6 &ines Act
2010.]

11.4 Failure to make such enquiries and maintach seicords as are necessary for the purpose
of furnishing an Election Expenses Statement arkingaa Statutory Declaration may
result in a fine of up t€2,500 [Section 36(4) & 43(2)(e) & 43(5)(a) & Seoti 6 of
Fines Act 2010].

11.5 Failure to furnish an Election Expenses Statérand Statutory Declaration to the
Standards Commission by the statutory deadling Zi2zeApril 2019 can result in a fine
of up to€2,500and an on-going fine of up 8500per day for each day, after a
conviction, on which the Statement and Declarasianstill outstandin¢Section
43(2)(c) & 43(5)(a) & (c) & Sections 6 and 8 of Fas Act 2010]

11.6 Failure to provide supplementary informatielating to an Election Expenses Statement

as requested by the Standards Commission can nesufine of up t&€2,500[Section
36(2A) & 43(2)(e) & 43(5)(a) & Section 6 of Fines & 2010]
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11.7 A fine of up t€2,500is the penalty when a national agent is foundtguoil the offence
of breaching the expenditure limBéction 43(2)(a) & 43(5)(a) & Section 6 of Fines
Act 2010}

11.8 Knowingly furnishing a false or misleading &len Expenses Statement to the Standards
Commission can result in a fine of up@®5,394.76nd/or up to 3 years imprisonment
[Section 43(2)(d) & 43(5)(b)]

11.9 Failure to furnish to the Standards Commissiothin 7 days after the date of the order,

a copy of a court order for the payment of a disgutiaim may result in a fine of up to
€2,500 [Section 36(3) & 43(2)(e) & 43(5)(a) & Seoh 6 of Fines Act 201Q]
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Appendix 1 - Definitions

Section 22 of the Electoral Act 1997, as amendexijiges the following definitions.

'‘account’ means an account in an institution in the Statetierpurpose of crediting and debiting
money received in respect of donations;

‘corporate donor’ is defined as including:
(i) abody corporate;
(i) an unincorporated body of persons; or
(iif) atrust

which makes a donation. A body corporate andsamgidiary thereof are
deemed to be one person.

‘donation’ means any contribution given for political purpsd® any person, whether or not a
member of a political party, to a political party,member of either House of the Oireachtas, a
representative in the European Parliamenta third partyor a candidate at a Déil election and
includes all or any of the following, namely -

0] a donation of money;
(i) a donation of property or goods;

(i)  the free use of property or goods (i.e. corifeg the right to use, without
payment or other consideration, indefinitely or #ospecified period of
time, any property or goods);

(iv)  afree supply of services (i.e. the supplyefvices without payment or
other consideration);

(V) the difference between the usual commerciaepand the (lower) price
charged for the purchase, acquisition or use gignty or goods, or the
supply of any service, where the price, fee or otlhasideration is less
than the usual commercial price (this can inclutteaa provided by a
third party or by a financial institution at terasd conditions which are
more favourable than that provided by a finanaiatitution to other
individuals in the normal course of business);

(vi)  a contribution made by a person to a fundingi®vent organised for the
purpose of raising funds for a political purposke™onation is that
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proportion of the contribution which is attributelib the net profit, if any,
deriving from the event. Donations are deemed te lieen received on
the date of the actual fund-raiser (and not whénadly received). The
position with regard to fund-raising events is exped in greater detail in
Appendix 2 of these guidelines;

(vi) apayment by the person on their own behalfrobehalf of one or more
than one other person, of a fee or subscriptiomf@mbership or
continued membership of a political party (membigr&bes include any
membership fees/levies/subscriptions paid to abyusut of a political

party);

(viii) a notional donation/donation in kind. Thissans that where a
person/organisation pays for work/expenses frorvits resources (i.e.
not party funds) then this is considered a donatitthe notional
value/cost of the work/expenses to the donee. fmsain kind or
notional donations are to be valued at the usualheercial price charged
for the purchase, use or acquisition of the prgparigoods or the supply
of any service donated.

‘election expenses' section 31 of the Act provides that election espse shall be those, and only
those, listed hereunder:

(8)  Advertising (whatever the medium used).
Expenses in respect of such advertising include@agéees, design costs and other costs incurred in
connection with the preparing, producing, distrilmgt or otherwise disseminating such advertising.

(b) Publicity.

Expenses in respect of that matter include exgeinserred in respect of party political broadcasts
the provision of any services or facilities in cention with press conferences or other dealingh wit
the media, media advice and training and photogyaph

(c) Election posters.
Expenses in respect of such material include @is¢scof the design, production, printing, erectzom
removal of election posters - (must be during tleeteon period)

(d) Other election material.

Expenses in respect of such material include #ségth, production, printing and dissemination of
such material (other than posters), including caseards, election leaflets, election manifestos,
newsletters and other promotional election material

(e) Office and Stationery.

Expenses in respect of those matters include euaisred in the rental or use of an office prersise
meeting rooms for election purposes (other thartterpurposes of annual or other party
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conferences) and the costs of heating, electricisyrance, purchase or rental of office equipment,
telephones, stationery and postage.

® Transport and travel.

Expenses in respect of those matters include sggancurred on transport and travel (by any
means), petrol and diesel, rental or use of campamhicles, rental or use of vehicles for transpjrt
voters on polling day, accommodation costs (fodmaimpaign workers), taxi and hackney services
and courier services.

(9) Market research.

Expenses in respect of that matter include exeinserred in the taking of an opinion poll or othe
similar survey relating to an election within therfpd of 60 days before polling day at the electign
or on behalf of a political party, a political grpwr a candidate at the election.

(h) Campaign workers.
Expenses in respect of that matter include paysienpaid campaign workers, insurance and other
costs.

'institution' means:

€) the holder of a licence under section 9 of@eatral Bank Act 1971,

(b) a building society incorporated or deemed éafcorporated under the Building Societies Act
1989, or a body incorporated in a corresponding memrunder the law of any other member
State of the European Communities.

(c) a trustee savings bank within the meanindneffrustees Savings Bank Act 1989,

(d) ACC Bank plc,

(e) An Post, or

)] a person authorised in accordance with thedpgan Communities (Licensing and Supervisiol
of Credit Institutions) Regulations, 1992 (S.1. 1885 of 1992) to carry on business in the
State;

(Note this definition does not include a credit unjon.
'responsible personh relation to an accounting unit, means the treaswr any other person
responsible for dealing with donations to the uait,in relation to a third party, the person or

persons responsible for the organisation, manageémefinancial affairs of the third party;

'third party’ means any person, other than a registered polipeaty or a candidate at an election,
who accepts, in a particular year, a donation fatifical purposes, the value of which exceeds €100.

“person” can be:
i) an individual,
i) a body corporate (e.g., a public or private pamy) and any subsidiatigereof.

In this regard section 155 of the Companies Actukhbe applied when
determining whether a company is a subsidiary otl@r company. Where

26

—




donations are received from associated compangesathiididate should enquire
from the donors whether, under section 155 of tam@anies Act, one or other of
the companies is a subsidiary of the other;

iii) an unincorporated body of persons, e.g., dtipal party, a partnership, a
residents association, a lobby group.

'political purposes'means any of the following purposes namely;

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

() to promote or oppose directly or indirectiye interests of a political party, a political
group, a member of either House of the Oireachtas representative in the European
Parliament, or

(I to present, directly or indirectly the poliger a particular policy of a political party, a
political group, a member of either House of thee@chtas, a representative in the European
Parliament or a third party, or

(111 to present, directly or indirectly, the comnts of a political party, a political group, a
member of either House of the Oireachtas, a remitaswe in the European Parliament or a
third party with regard to the policy or policie$ another political party, political group, a
member of either House of the Oireachtas, represgmetin the European Parliament, third
party or candidate at an election or referendunotrerwise, or

(IV) to promote or oppose, directly or indirecttize interests of a third party in connection
with the conduct or management of any campaign wcted with a view to promoting or
procuring a particular outcome in relation to a poy or policies or functions of the
Government or any public authority;

to promote or oppose, directly or indirectie election of a candidate at a Dail, Seanad or
European election or to solicit votes for or agaiaandidate or to present the policies or a
particular policy of a candidate or the views ofandidate on any matter connected with the
election or the comments of a candidate with redarthe policy or policies of a political
party or a political group or of another candidaaéthe election or otherwise;

otherwise to influence the outcome of thectte or a referendum or campaign referred to in
paragraph (i)(IV) of this definition.

'political group' means a group formed in accordance with the rufggacedure of the European
Parliament;

'political party’ means a political party registered in the RegistePolitical Parties in accordance
with section 25 of the Electoral Act 1992 as a panmganised to contest a Dail election or a Eurapea
election or both such elections;
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Appendix 2 - Fund-raising events

1

Determining the net value of a contribution to dund-raising event

In accordance with the provisions of sections 22(2yi) & (vii) of the Act, a donation
includes the net value of a contribution to a fuaing event. A contribution to a fund-
raising event is deemed to have been made on thdlaafund-raising event is held (and
not the date on which the contribution is actuedigeived).

The net value of a contribution to an event isvadiat by first calculating the net profit
from the event (i.e., by deducting the cost of fagrthe event from the total amount
raised by the event). The net profit is then latitied to the number of people
contributing to the event in proportion to the ednition made by each person. This
gives the net value of each person's contributahe fund-raising event.

If, for example, in relation to a fund-raising evea person had paid €1,000 in respect of
the entry fee for 10 people, his/her gross contidimuto the event would be €1,000. If
the cost of running the event was €20 per pergending, a sum of €200 would be
deducted from his/her gross contribution, leavimgetcontribution of €800. If the
person made other contributions to the event (buying horses at a race night,
sponsoring a hole at a golf classic) it would beassary to add the value of such
contributions to the net contribution of €800 foe purposes of determining the
aggregate net value of his/her contribution toftimel-raising event.

The following paragraphs set out the legislativguieements in relation to different types
of fund-raising events which may be organised endbntext of an election.

Fund-raisers organised by a political party for he purposes of raising funds for the
party

Where a fund-raising event is organised by a palifparty for the purposes of raising
funds for the party, the net contribution made Ipeeson to the fund-raising event is
regarded as a donation to the party. This apphes if the funds are subsequently used
by the party for the purposes of supporting onmore of its candidates at an election.

If some or all of the proceedings of the eventgaven in the form of money to the party's
candidate(s) it is regarded as a donation by thy pathe candidate(s). If the proceeds
are used by the party to pay election expensesrgiton the candidate's behalf, it is not
regarded as a donation by the party to the care{s)at

The party will not be required to disclose in a Boon Statement the total value of the
proceeds of the fund-raising event.

The party will be required to disclose any donggdrirom a person which exceeds a net
value of €1,500.
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The maximum limit of €2,500 for acceptance by pcdit parties of donations from the
same person in the same year applies to the net eahtributions to fund-raising events.

Where the net value of any individual monetary dimmeto the fund-raising event
exceeds €100, the accounting unit of the party,, (oranch of head office) which
organised the event will, if it does not alreadyérane, be required to open a political
donations account.

If the net value of any individual monetary donatto the event does not exceed €100,
the accounting unit of the party will not be reguiito open a political donations account.

If the accounting unit already has a political dama account, all monetary donations, of
whatever value, received in relation to the evenstnbe lodged to the political donations
account.

Fund-raisers organised by a political party for he purposes of raising funds for its
candidate(s) at the election

Where a fund raising event is organised by a paliparty for the purposes of raising
funds for its candidate(s) at the election and @eds of the event are passed to the
candidate(s), the party is regarded as an inteangdiccepting donations on behalf of the
candidate(s). The net contribution made by a petsdhe fund-raising event is regarded
as a donation to the candidate(s). The candiddiefs not the party) is responsible for
ensuring that the legislative requirements aremmiance with the legislation.

If it is the case, however, that the party retaiostrol of the proceeds, the donations may
be regarded as having been made to the party anhtty will be responsible for
ensuring that the legislative requirements are digahpvith.

Fund-raisers organised by a candidate

Where a fund-raising event is organised by a catditbr the purposes of raising funds
for his/her election campaign, contributions to ¢élvent are deemed to be donations to the
candidate.

The candidate will not be required to disclose Damation Statement the total value of
the proceeds of the fund-raising event.

The candidate will be required to disclose any tiona from a person contributing to the
event which exceed a net value of €600.

The maximum limit of €1,000, for acceptance by ¢datks of donations from any one
person in the same year, applies to the net vdlaerdributions to fund-raising events.

If the net value of any monetary donation to a fuaiding event organised by a candidate
exceeds €100, the candidate, if he/she does m@dylthave one, will be required to open
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a political donations account and lodge the donadiod all subsequent monetary
donations to the account.

If the net value of an individual monetary donatiorthe event does not exceed €100, the
candidate will not be required to open a politidahations account.

If the candidate already has a political donat@osount, all monetary donations, of
whatever value, received in relation to the eveanstnbe lodged to the account.

Fund-raisers organised on behalf of a candidateyta person or group other than the
candidate or his/her political party

Where a fund-raising event is organised on betlafandidate by a person or group
other than the candidate or his/her political pé&etg., "Friends of ... groups") and the
proceeds of the event are handed over to the catiedithe fund-raising person/group is
regarded as an intermediary accepting donatiorte@pandidate's behalf. The donations
are deemed to have been received by the candiddtieedshe is responsible for ensuring
that the legislative requirements are complied with

If the proceeds of the event are not handed ovéfret@andidate and are retained by the
fund-raising group, the following applies:

» if the net value of any donation to the fund-ragsa@vent exceeds €100, the
person/group will be required to register as attipiarty” with the Standards
Commission. The person/group will be requireddmply with the provisions of
the Act applying to third parties with regard te thpening of a political donations
account and the acceptance of certain donations,

« all money subsequently given to the candidate #redeztion expenses incurred
or payments made by the fund-raising group on lbefidhe candidate are
regarded as donations to the candidate;

« if the aggregate value of donations from the fuaiding group to the candidate
exceeds €600, the candidate will be required tcabe details of same in his/her
Donation Statement;

* the maximum value of donations which the candidateaccept in any year from
a fund-raising person/group which is regarded tsrd party (and not as an
intermediary accepting donations on the candidaghslf) is €1,000.
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Appendix 3 - [tems which are not election
expenses and which were included in Election
Expenses Statements at previous elections

The following are examples of the more common iterhh are not regarded as election
expenses and which were accounted for, incorregslglection expenses at previous elections.
The list is not exhaustive. If you have any queriating to expense items which you may
incur during the election period, the Standards @@&sion Secretariat is available to assist when
completing the Election Expenses Statement.

A - Advertising
Advertisements which appeared in a newspaper wiacha publication date which was outside
the election period e.g., "Thank you" advertisera@minewspapers after polling day.

B - Publicity

Free post service provided to candidates in resgétitir um Thoghchain®. (It should be noted
that only the postage costs are not regarded akeation expense. The cost of producing the
leaflet/election address/Litir um Thoghchain isedgction expense.)

C - Election Posters
Removal of Election Posters (if removed after pajlday).

D - Other Election Material
"Thank you" Cards, Leaflets, Newsletters, etc.,ahtwere distributed outside of the election
period.

E - Office and Stationery

Rental costs associated with the use of an offizelnis owned by a political party.

Use of private telephones (including mobile phomasgre the expense incurred was not
reimbursed to the person.

F - Transport and Travel
Diesel/Petrol costs which were not reimbursed égérson, the cost of servicing a vehicle,
repairs and additional costs in respect of a vehicl

G - Market Research
Purchase of Register of Electors.

H - Campaign Workers
"Close of poll" party.
Expenses incurred on refreshments for the candataterolunteer campaign workers

| — FinesLitter and parking fines etc.
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Appendix 4 - Advice

1. Advice on advertising on vehicles ("wrapping" of vehicles)

The adaptation ("wrapping") of cars, jeeps, vatts, with a candidate's or a political party's
livery is an election expense as it promotes agmesandidacy and/or a political party's
interests at the election. If such vehicles assluduring the election period the full costs of
producing the advertising on the vehicles is antela expense.

The Standards Commission is aware, however, tima¢ gublic representatives use mobile
constituency clinics which are already "wrappedthie public representative’'s or political party's
livery. The Standards Commission is of the viewat thhere such vehicles have been used on an
ongoing basis and are "wrapped" with livery whistof a general nature and is not explicitly
seeking to promote a person's candidacy and/olitecpbparty's interests at the general election,
the costs of adapting these vehicles will not lgaréed as an election expense even if the
vehicles are used during the election period.

If, however, a mobile office is being used purealy the election or has been "wrapped" with
livery which explicitly promotes a person's candigaa party's interests or which solicits votes
for a candidate and/or a political party at thectds, then the cost of adapting the vehicle is
regarded as an election expense and, if the veBicdged during the election period, the full cost
of adapting the vehicle must be accounted for.

Where it is intended not to account for advertiditigery on a campaign vehicle on the basis
that the advertising / livery is not for electopalrposes the relevant agent should contact the
Standards Commission for confirmation that the dthiag / livery is not an election expense.

2. Advice on vandalised or damaged posters

The position of the Standards Commission with regarvandalised or damaged posters is that if
a poster is erected during the election pe(é&ebruary 2016 to 26 February 2)1i6is

regarded as having been used during the electioodognd must be accounted for as an election
expense even if the poster falls down, is vandaliste. before polling day. The cost of
replacing vandalised or damaged posters is alsgbeation expense if the replacement posters
are used during the election period.

3. Advice on use of staff whose salaries are met out of public funds

The Electoral Act 1997 as amended (the Act) pravitiat goods, property or services which are
used forelectoral purposeduring the election period shall be regarded asti®in expenses.

This includes goods, property, services or faetitivhere the costs are met from public funds.
The position with regard to the use of such gopdsperty or services for electoral purposes
during the election period is dealt with in pargrs6.4 and 6.5 of the Standards Commission's
guidelines for the Dail general election.
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Having regard to the position as set out in paty&4 and 6.5 of these guidelines, if a member
of a Minister's or Minister of State's staff (i.epecial advisor, constituency secretary, driver,
etc.) or a member of an Oireachtas member's staffoersonal assistant, research assistant, etc.)
is engaged in his/her normal duties during thetelegeriod and is not providing a service
which is for electoral purposes, then the costanfying out such activities is not regarded as an
election expense. Where such staff are engagadtivities which are for electoral purposes
their costs will be regarded as an election expeitsgill be a matter for the Minister/Minister

of State/Oireachtas member in conjunction withH@sklection agent and the provider of the
services to determine the extent to which sucli ktafe been engaged for electoral purposes
during the election period and to account for itloa election agent's Election Expenses
Statement.

In relation to the use of cars, including drivelgring the election period, it is important to note
that most Ministers and Ministers of State now jmtevtheir own cars and may appoint civilian
drivers who are paid out of public funds. The uktheir own cars by Ministers or Ministers of
State for electoral purposes during the electiotodas not an election expense. While they can
claim travel expenses when the car is used fociaffbusiness, its use for electoral purposes
would not qualify as official business for the posps of such claims. The provisions of the
previous paragraph apply in relation to any agésiengaged in by a civilian driver during the
election period.

The Taoiseach, the Tanaiste and the Minister fstickiand Equality continue to be provided
with State cars and Garda drivers for securityarasAccordingly, the use of State cars in these
cases, including drivers, during the election prie not an election expense as the cars and
drivers are provided as a security measure ane fessters are required to use them at all
times.

The Act provides that a free service provided bynalividual at an election is not regarded as an
election expense where the service provided ipadtof the individual's work or business. This
is reflected in paragraph 7.1 (viii) of these glimes. Where a member of a Minister's/Minister
of State's stalff (i.e., special advisor, constitiyesecretary, driver, etc.) or a member of an
Oireachtas member's staff (i.e. personal assistes#arch assistant, etc.) takes annual leave to
work on his/her election campaign on a voluntarsgidduring the election period, the work
carried out by them will be deemed to have beenethout as a free service and,
notwithstanding the fact that this work may be tamio their normal work, the cost of their
salaries while working voluntarily will not be raged as election expenses for the purposes of
the Act.

The Standards Commission recommends, however hedse there is a challenge to the
Election Expenses Statement submitted by a Mirsskdinister of State's/ Oireachtas Member's
election agent, Ministers/Ministers of State/Mensb&nould ensure that proper records of
holidays accrued and taken by staff are maintaifidee Standards Commission may require
written confirmation that the staff concerned htaken leave during the election period.
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4. Advice on the free use of vehicles

Part 1(f) of the Schedule to the Act provides #lattion expenses on transport and travel
include ‘expenses incurred on transport and travel (by aegms), petrol and diesel, rental or
useof campaign vehicles, rental aseof vehicles for transport of voters on polling day
accommodation costs, taxi and hackney servicesander services.

Part 2(a) of the Schedule to the Act provides émgt of the matters referred to in Section
22(2)(b)(i) and 22(2)(b)(iii - vii) of the Act wilhot be regarded as an election expense (see
paragraph 7.1 of the these guidelines). The A pfovides that the matters at section 22(2)(b)
(i - vii) shall not be regarded as donations.

Section 22(b)(iii)(I) of the Act provides that angee rendered by aindividual , including the

use of the individual's moteehicle is not regarded as a donation or as an elecxiparse

where the service is not provided as part of tkévidual's work or business. Section
22(b)(iii)(1) specifically refers to an individuaind an individual's motor vehicle. Therefore,
where an individual provides a candidate with tiee fuse of a single vehicle at the election it is
not regarded as either a donation to the candatads an election expense. If, however, the
individual normally charges for use of the vehiclejuestion it would be regarded as a donation
and an election expense. If more than one veligeovided by the individual, the additional
vehicles may be regarded as donations and asaleptpenses.

As stated above the reference in section 22(Ig)Jiig specifically to anndividual . If a vehicle
which is in the ownership of a company, partnershiginess etc. is provided to a candidate it is
not regarded as a free service provided bydividual . In such circumstances, therefore, use
of the vehicle is regarded as a donation and @&emtion expense. The commercial cost of
hiring a similar vehicle for a similar period mum ascertained for the purposes of disclosing its
value as a donation and for the purposes of disgots use during the election period, as an
election expense.

5. Advice on accounting for the use of offices during the election period
a)General

In relation to office and stationery, the Act praes that election expenses inclidests
incurred in the rental or use of an office premisesneeting rooms for election purposes (other
than for the purposes of annual or other party eoaihces) and the costs of heating, electricity,
insurance, purchase or rental of office equipmezigphones, stationery and postage”

Accordingly, expenses incurred in the rental ob#ite are regarded as election expenses.
Rental paid in respect of the election period nimesaccounted for on the Election Expenses
Statement.

Where use of an office is provided free or belowtcthe full commercial value of the use of the
office for election purposes during the electionigekis regarded as an election expense and
must be accounted for. In determining the commaéx@lue, account may be taken of the
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condition of the office. Allowances may also bed@dor any discount which is normally given
or generally available.

The provision without charge of an office in a ar's private dwelling, where the room
provided is not available for renting in the norroalirse, is not an election expense. Any
expense incurred, however, in carrying out alteretito facilitate its use for election purposes
during the election period is an election expense.

b) Use of Ddil / Seanad offices or Departmental offices.

The use by a Member of the Dail or Seanad of hes Dail / Seanad office for electoral
purposes is regarded as an election expense. Acsbauld be taken of the extent to which the
office has been used for electoral purposes duheglection period. Account must also be
taken of ancillary costs such as salaries, hett,[phones, fax, copying, printing, stationery,
postage, envelopes, etc. where such costs havarieered for electoral purposes.

The use of Departmental offices of Ministers/Miarstof State for election purposes during the
election period is also an election expense. iHulsides the costs of salaries and expenses of
civil servants or special advisers, where theyesigaged in activities for election purposes
during the election period, as well as other aajlcosts such as heat, light, phones, fax,
copying, printing, stationery, postage, envelopés, where such costs have been incurred for
electoral purposes.

c) Accounting for offices which are owned by a candidate or political party

Notional rental costs for the use of an office whig owned by a candidate are not required to be
accounted for as election expenses. Similarly elagpolitical party owns an office in a
constituency which is used by its candidate(s)rdpan election campaign, neither the party nor
the candidate are required to apply notional resuats for the use of these offices. Any
expenses, however, incurred in carrying out ali@matto facilitate its use for election purposes
during the election period are required to be aotzlifor.

d) Notional costs of site rental for posters or other election material

Notional costs of site rental where posters orothaterial are erected/displayed in or around
private properties or commercial premises whichnaterecognised sites for such purpose are
not required to be accounted for as election exgsens
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